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Sydney, NSW — Rotary District 9675 is proud to announce that Reconciliation Australia has formally endorsed our inaugural Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP), marking a significant milestone in our district's ongoing commitment to fostering reconciliation, respect, and inclusion. This endorsement underscores Rotary District 9675's dedication to building meaningful relationships with First Nations communities and promoting a deeper understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures across our clubs.
The Innovate RAP, spanning from October 2024 to October 2027, provides a structured framework for Rotary District 9675 to develop and pilot strategies that enhance our engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities. This plan reflects our district’s core values of service above self and our belief in the importance of reconciliation as a key element of our mission to create inclusive and harmonious communities.
Dr. Sonu Bhaskar, Chair of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) and Co-Chair of the Rotary Reconciliation Action Plan, expressed his enthusiasm for the endorsement, stating, "The endorsement by Reconciliation Australia is a testament to Rotary District 9675's unwavering commitment to advancing reconciliation. This RAP is more than just a plan; it is a call to action for all Rotarians in our district to work collaboratively with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, ensuring that our initiatives are not only impactful but also sustainable."
Katrina Filewood, First Nations Representative and Co-Chair of the RAP, added, "As a proud Wiradjuri and Yorta Yorta woman, it has been an honor to work alongside Dr. Sonu Bhaskar and our Rotary community in developing this RAP. This plan is a powerful step forward in building bridges between Rotary and First Nations communities, and it reflects our shared commitment to promoting respect, understanding, and meaningful engagement. Together, we are making a difference."
The RAP outlines several key focus areas, including:
· Building Strong Relationships: Establishing and maintaining mutually beneficial relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stakeholders and organizations.
· Cultural Awareness and Respect: Increasing understanding, value, and recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures, histories, knowledge, and rights through cultural learning and the observance of cultural protocols.
· Opportunities for First Nations Peoples: Creating educational and professional development opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and professionals, and increasing their representation within Rotary.
PDG Jeremy Wright AM, District Governor of Rotary District 9675 (2021-22), expressed his full support for the RAP, stating, "This Innovate RAP is a continuation of Rotary's long-standing commitment to reconciliation. It represents a crucial step in deepening our engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and ensuring that our actions are aligned with the values of respect and inclusion. Under the visionary leadership of Dr. Sonu Bhaskar, our district has embraced the challenge of reconciliation with clarity and purpose. Dr. Bhaskar's unwavering commitment to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion has been a guiding light for our entire district, and this RAP is a testament to his ability to translate vision into meaningful action. I am confident that this plan will guide our district in making a profound and lasting impact on the journey toward reconciliation."
PDG Dr. Janice Hall, District Governor of Rotary District 9675 (2022-23), shared her pride in the district's commitment, stating, "This RAP reflects our belief that reconciliation is vital to the fabric of our community. It is an essential step toward ensuring that First Nations voices are not only heard but also central to the work we do as Rotarians. I am immensely proud of the progress we have made and the path we are forging together."
PDG Tonia Barnes, District Governor of Rotary District 9675 (2023-24), emphasized the importance of Rotary’s role in promoting reconciliation, stating, "The Innovate RAP is a powerful tool for advancing reconciliation within our district. It enables us to strengthen our relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities and ensures that our actions are guided by respect, understanding, and a commitment to justice. This is Rotary at its best—leading by example and making a difference where it matters most."
Dot Hennessey OAM, Life Member of PCYC NSW and Rotarian for over 30 years, added her perspective, stating, "Having been involved with Rotary for many years, I have seen firsthand the positive impact that Rotary can have on communities. The endorsement of this RAP by Reconciliation Australia is a proud moment for our district. It is a clear message that we are committed to making a real difference in the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. I also want to commend Dr. Sonu Bhaskar for his tireless leadership and efforts in drafting and progressing this RAP. His dedication has been instrumental in bringing this important initiative to fruition, and we are all grateful for his vision and hard work."

PDG Warwick Richardson, District Governor of Rotary District 9675 (2019-20), highlighted the historical significance of this initiative, noting, "Our district has a long history of service, and this RAP builds on that legacy by addressing the critical need for reconciliation in Australia. It represents our district's dedication to being part of the solution, creating opportunities for First Nations peoples, and fostering a culture of inclusion and respect across all levels of Rotary."
As we move forward, Rotary District 9675 invites all Rotarians and Rotary clubs within our district to embrace this RAP and actively participate in its implementation. Together, we can continue to build a Rotary community that is reflective of and responsive to the diverse needs and aspirations of all Australians.
For more information on the Rotary District 9675 Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan, please contact:
Dr. Sonu Bhaskar
Chair, Diversity, Equity & Inclusion (DEI) & Co-Chair, Rotary Reconciliation Action Plan
Email: drsonubhaskar.rotary@gmail.com
Phone: 0416 438 472

About Rotary District 9675
Rotary District 9675 is one of the 20 Rotary districts in Australia, encompassing a large geographic area from Sydney to Illawarra and the Macarthur region. Committed to the ideals of service above self, the district is a vibrant community of Rotarians dedicated to promoting humanitarianism, ethical standards, and peace.
About Reconciliation Australia
Reconciliation Australia is an independent, not-for-profit organization that promotes and facilitates respect, trust, and positive relationships between the wider Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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