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---- START OF THE SPEECH ----
Your Excellency, the Honourable Margaret Beazley AC KC, Governor of New South Wales, Hon’ble Mr. Dennis Wilson, distinguished guests, Rotarians, and friends,
I stand before you today at Government House, a place steeped in history, as we take a significant step toward reconciliation.
My own journey has taken me across the world, from humble beginnings in India to Spain, the Netherlands, Germany, and then to Sydney (Australia), which I proudly call home. I am a Professor of Neurology and currently serve as the Director (Visiting) of Neurology at the National Cerebral and Cardiovascular Center in Osaka (Japan), the world's largest public hospital specializing in advanced vascular care.
No matter how far I have traveled, my core belief remains: the true purpose is found in service. This belief led me to Rotary, where I learned the real power of collective action—the ability of ordinary individuals working together to create extraordinary change.
And through Rotary, I have worked alongside remarkable individuals, including Indigenous leaders like Shane Phillips and passionate advocates like Katrina Filewood. Their commitment to reconciliation reminds us that the fight for equity is not just a cause—it is a duty.
Reconciliation is not just a word; it is a promise to listen, understand, and walk together toward a more just future. As we launch this Reconciliation Action Plan, we reaffirm that promise. The Rotary’s promise. 
That promise is reflected in the projects and partnerships we, as Rotarians, share with our First Nations brothers and sisters. 
Initiatives such as preventing rheumatic heart disease in the Northern Territory, providing Aboriginal scholarships for tertiary education, and offering employment readiness training for Indigenous early-release inmates and young people from welfare backgrounds are just a few examples helping pave the way for meaningful employment opportunities. 
[bookmark: _Hlk193999157]These projects, among many others, are integral to our Reconciliation Action Plan.
I want to take a moment to acknowledge extraordinary individuals whose dedication has brought us here: PDG Jeremy Wright AM, PDG Tonia Barnes, PDG Dr Janice Hall, PDG Garry Browne AM, Dot Hennessey OAM, and Mr. Doug Ferguson (Board Member of Reconciliation Australia). Your leadership and belief in this cause have made this vision a reality.
Most of all, I pay tribute to the First Nations people of this land—custodians of the world’s oldest continuous culture. Your resilience is a testament to the strength of the human spirit.
As a physician, I have seen suffering up close. I have held hands with patients in their final moments. In those moments, I am reminded of what truly matters: kindness, justice, and the courage to act.
Tonight is not just words but about action—and action that heals, restores, and uplifts.
I leave you with words from Aboriginal leader Dr. Lowitja O’Donoghue, who, in her historic 1993 Australia Day address, said: "We are all here now, and we must face the future together. We need each other. We must build a future based on justice, equity, and respect for all."
Let us ignite that fire within us tonight as part of our Reconciliation Action Plan—a fire of purpose, a fire of service, and a fire of resolve. 
Together, let us carry this mission forward.
Thank you.
---- END OF SPEECH ----
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